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What a big week we had last week with our swimming program, the warm weather and the usual 
?going ons? at school.  Firstly I would like to thank Mrs Walker for coordinating all the swimming 
that has taken place since day #2 of this year!  Mrs Douglass has also spent the week providing 
swimming lessons to our learners.  We have been amazed at the improvement in swimming ability 
in our learners since our swimming carnival!  I hope your children have rested over the weekend 
following a busy week at school ? I know the staff have!

On the weekend we celebrated the Second Sunday of Lent where we were invited to reflect on the 
message of Jesus? transfiguration (Mk 9:2-10) and apply it to our lives.  This event in the life of our 
Lord is an encouragement to let our light shine by bringing out the best that is in us - despite all 
the darkness that comes our way.

We have another great week at school this week including: PSG meetings on Monday (and 
Friday), our Preps in for their first Wednesday and Clean Up Australia Day, Assembly and (our 
second day of) PSGs meetings on Friday.  We still need volunteers for Clean Up Australia day first 
thing Friday morning, and invite all families to assembly in the church at 2:20pm that afternoon.

I would like to make special mention of the work Mrs Fletcher is doing at school in her role as 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader.  Janine is currently auditing all the ways we support learners? 
and staff?s mental health and wellbeing to provide clarity on what we already do and how we can 
improve.  From the training I have received in this area, the benefits of this program (MHiPS) are 
enormous.  Janine?s role includes leading the school in: building the capacity and confidence of 
staff to support learners with mental health concerns, de-stigmatising mental health issues, 
implementing effective mental health strategies and developing a clear pathway for referrals.  She 
will be supported by a Mental Health Team composed of Leiza (Chaplain), Meg (Pastoral 
Wellbeing), Graecen (Learner Diversity) and myself (Principal).
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Take care and God bless,

Jarrod Mullavey (Principal)

We have finalised all of our Pupil Free days this year, so please mark the following dates in 
your calendar: 

Term 1 

Friday 8th Mar - Staff Spirituality day - Moama

Term 2

Friday 26th April - Improving our Teaching of Writing 

Friday 7th June - Using our Data to inform our Teaching

Term 3

Friday 6th Sep - Catholic Identity with Kylie Smith (CES Ltd)

Wednesday 18th Sep - Parent/ Teacher Interviews

Term 4

Monday 4th Nov - Report Writing day (Melbourne Cup weekend)

Thursday 19th Dec - Strategic planning for 2025

Friday 20th Dec - Last day of the year 

On these dates there will be no students at school.  Our Term 3 Parent/ Teacher interviews will 
be held during the day on Wednesday 18th September.  We will send out more information 
regarding the timetable of this day closer to the event.  The students? last day of the school 
year will be Wednesday 18th December.

I hope everyone has a wonderful week and by my calculations, this Wednesday will be 
HUMP Day for Term 1!
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SWIMMING

PRAYER
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We are leading our school assembly this week with Year 1/ 2 and look 
forward to sharing some more of our learning at this time. 
Have a great week!

YR 2/3 WEEKLY CLASS UPDATE
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27TH FEB

MATILDA 

DOUGLASS

26TH FEB

MAGGIE MCGLONE 
26TH FEB

LUCAS ORR
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MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER Weekend

?Live Your  Best  Mar r ied Life in Love?

Every relationship is a journey and the grind of everyday life can cause you to lose touch 
with your spouse.

This experience gives married couples the tools to keep your passion alive in a gentle, 
nurturing environment, away from pressures and distractions of daily living.

The weekend is based around Catholic values and couples of all faiths are welcome.

Please check  our  websit e for  m ore det ails.

12-14 Apr i l  2024in Melbourne

Information/Bookings:PhoneMercy & Jam es 0409 183 676or

Email:vicbook ings@wwm e.org.au

Website:wwm e.org.au

http://www.wwme.org.au/
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BOTTLE RECYCLING 

The St Mary?s Sustainability Group are starting up a fundraiser to raise money for the 

school veggie garden ?Everyone Welcome Garden?. To buy more seedlings, soil, sand, and 

tools.

Also some more seats for the school garden.

We would love a sturdy Green house, and hope that you and your family could help.

It is easy, no cash on your side. Just your empty aluminium, glass, plastic and liquid 

paperboard (carton) drink containers between 150mL and 3 litres are eligible. You can 

keep the lids on, They recycle them too.

Look for  t he 10c m ark  on t he dr ink  cont ainer  label. It  is of t en locat ed near  t he 

barcode.

Take to the back of the Neighborhood house, and tell them you would like to donate to St 

Mary?s Sustainability group.They will do the rest.

Even family, and friends that live away, can donate at their nearest Container deposit 

centre.
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We are also up to harvesting our vegetables. We will have corn, potatoes, cherry 

tomatoes, zucchini,and squash for eating, and selling soon we hope. Thanks to Mrs 

Jones, Jarrod, Mrs Williams, Levi Spring, Jax Taylor, Peter Fawkner, and Val Spring who 

helped with the care of the garden over the holidays.

 We have been eating tomatoes, cheese and cucumbers on a cracker , during lunch 

breaks. Children who told me they did not like these vegetables , had a try and 

surprised themselves how delicious they were.

Wade Mathers, and Shaun McIvor will be donating their time to put up some shelter 

above the chook shed. When the chooks come back from their holiday at Sam Cookes 

(Thank you, Sam!) The girls will be pleasantly surprised. Thank you Wade and Shaun.
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The St Vincent de Paul Society is an international organisation 
operating in 153 countries and has over 800,000 members 
worldwide. The Society has a presence on every continent in the 
world with the exception of Antarctica perhaps. Mrs Mathers in 
her role as chaplain at our school is also a St Vinnies Kerang 
member. She is able to assist families with food vouchers or 
other resources that families require. You can make 
appointments to see her if a need arises. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the school.

"Helping one person m ay not  change t he whole wor ld, But  it  
could change t he wor ld for  one person."

God Bless Mrs Mathers

School Term Dates 2024: 

Term 1: 29th Jan - 28th March 

Term 2: 15th Apr - 28th Jun

Term 3: 15th Jul - 20th Sep

Term 4: 7th Oct - 20th Dec 
.

St Mary's acknowledges and 
pays respects to the traditional 
custodians of the land on which 
we meet;  the Barrapa Rappa 

People, and pay respects to elders 
both past and present. 
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